Foreign Secretary to Vlslt
Wagah soon
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CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 15
The Foreign Secretary, Mr
Shyam Saran, will visit the
Wagah border and Attari
railway station soon to get
first-hand information on the
steps needed to provide bet-
ter facilities at these two
places to those who cross the
international border.

Mr M.S. Gill, Member of
the Rajya Sabha from Pun-
jab, said the issue of provid-
ing better facilities at Attari
railway station and the
Wagah  checkpost  was
raised by him today at a
meeting of the Parliament
Committee on External
Affairs.He said that besides
members of the committee,
the Minister of State for
External Affairs, Mr E.
Ahamed, the Foreign Secre-
tary and other senior offi-
cers were present.

Another important issue
raised by Mr Gill was of a
gas pipeline from Turk-
menistan to Afghanistan to
India via Pakistan. Mr Gill
said he had urged the Union
Government to consider this
proposal. While the pipeline
from Iran to India via Pak-
istan is being opposed by the
USA, it is not opposed to a
pipeline from Turkmenistan.

For the country’s energy
security, the Union Govern-
ment should work on vari-
ous options, he added. The
External Affairs Ministry
could play a significant role
in this connection. A few
days ago a meeting of Pak-
istan, Afghanistan and
Turkmenistan was held on
the gas pipeline issue. India
also participated in that
meeting as an observer. The
committee was informed by

the officers concerned that
India was closely watching
developments with regard
to this project.

Talking to The Tribune
on the telephone from
Delhi, Mr Gill said he told
Mr Ahamed that what had
happened to Indian cricket
fans at the Wagah border
recently had not been liked
by anyone. This happened
because of the woefully
inadequate facilities at the
Wagah border for the clear-
ance of those crossing over
to Pakistan from India. “I
told Mr Ahamed that the
Wagah border was a gate-
way not only to Pakistan
but also to Central and
Western Asia and even to
Europe. There was imme-
diate need to provide facil-
ities similar to those avail-
able at the international air-
ports in Mumbai, Kolkata
and Delhi,” said Mr Gill.

Mr Ahamed had assured
him that Mr Saran would
\'lsn Attari and Wagah at the

The issue of setting up a
visa office of Pakistan in
Amritsar was also raised.
He said the External
Affairs Ministry would
discuss this issue with all
concerned including the
Home Ministry.

The External Affairs Min-
istry was also told to write
to the Surface Transport
Ministry to build an exclu-
sive six-lane express high-
way from Delhi to Amritsar
and further up to the Wagah
border keeping in view the
substantial increase in
vehicular traffic on the
Delhi-Amritsar route.

Mr Gill said he told the
Minister that the starting of
the bus service between
Amritsar and Lahore was a

welcome development. But
as common people travelled
in the bus there was need to

reduce the fares.
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AUETION NOTICE

Public atlarge is informed that AUCTION
shall be held on the date mentioned by A
BASIS under the provisions of Securitis:

8l. {Nama ofthe Name of the
No.|Branch Account
o 7

01. {Ludhiana Main Mis. Kahlon Auto Ind.
Guru Tegh Bahadur | St.No.8, Shimia Puri
Market, Near Ludhiana.

Clock Tower,
LUDHIANA
02 | LUDHIANA Mr. Naveen Kumar
Dhandari Khurd,
Teh. & Distt.
Ludhiana
03. {Kochar Market M's. N.K Goel & Son
LUDHIANA V & P.O Khakat Near

Sanhewal
Distt. Ludhiana

04. | MOGA Matharoo Saw Milis
Ram Nagar Bye Pas
Near Lal Singh Road
Moga.

05. | ABOHAR BRANCH | Shubham Saies
Agencies StNo.10-1
Bth Chowk, Abohar

06. |PATARABRANCH | Vijay Kumar Shanma

Distt. JALANDHAR | Smt Saroj Bala
Sharma Mandir Wali
Gali, Rama Mandi,
Jalandhar
07. |MAJITH MANDI Mis. Goel Traders
Branch Amritsar A-12, Braham Nagar

Amvitsar

08. | PATHANKOT
Distt. Gurdaspur

Mr. Prem Khosla Sfo
Sh. Amar Nath Khosl
GaliNo 2, Indra Color
Pathankol.

1. Thebidder shalf deposit a demand draft baing
condition precedent to participate in the auctic

2. The HIGHEST bidder shalf deposit 25% of th
adustedinit.

3. The baiance 75% amount shall be paid comp
property. Failure to deposit the amount would

4. The Authorised Officer is empowered to call




